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Abstract

A strict field experiment was established in 1988 at the Uhrusk Experimental Station,
belonging to the University of Life Sciences in Lublin, south-eastern Poland. Results pre-
sented in this manuscript originate from the years 2006-2009, namely from 5 crop rota-
tions and from a 16-20-year cereal monoculture. In a two-factor experiment, spring wheat
of the cultivar Opatka was sown in different cropping systems. The first order factor in
the experiment was the cropping system (CS): crop rotation (CR), and monoculture (M),
whereas the second order factor were nitrogen doses: 90 kg N ha–1, and 150 kg N ha–1.
The study demonstrated that wheat grain collected from CR was characterized by higher
content of P, Ca, Fe and Zn compared to the grain harvested from M. Fertilization with 90
kg N ha–1 increased significantly the content of P, K, Ca, Fe and Zn in the grain compa-
red to the fertilization with 150 kg N ha–1. The cropping systems (CS) and nitrogen doses
were observed to differentiate the content of protein and gluten in the grain. A higher
content of protein was determined in the grain originating from M than in the grain ha-
rvested from CR. The content of protein and gluten was increased by the fertilization dose
of 150 kg N ha–1 compared to the dose of 90 kg N ha–1.
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ZAWARTOŒÆ SK£ADNIKÓW MINERALNYCH, BIA£KA OGÓ£EM I GLUTENU
MOKREGO W ZIARNIE PSZENICY JAREJ W ZALE¯NOŒCI OD SYSTEMU UPRAWY

Abstrakt

Œcis³e doœwiadczenie polowe za³o¿ono w 1988 r. w Gospodarstwie Doœwiadczalnym
Uhrusk nale¿¹cym do Uniwersytetu Pryrodniczego w Lublinie. Prezentowane w pracy wy-
niki pochodz¹ z lat 2006-2009, tzn. 5 rotacji p³odozmianu i 16-20-letniej monokultury zbo¿o-
wej. W doœwiadczeniu 2-czynnikowym wysiewano pszenicê jar¹ odmiany Opatka w ró¿-
nych systemach uprawy roœlin. Czynnikiem pierwszego rzêdu by³y systemy uprawy roœlin:
p³odozmian i monokultura; czynnikiem drugiego rzêdu – dawki azotu: 90 kg N ha–1, 150 kg
N ha–1.

Wykazano, ¿e ziarno pszenicy zebrane z p³odozmianu zawiera³o wiêcej P, Ca, Fe i Zn
ni¿ pochodz¹ce z monokultury. Nawo¿enie 90 kg N ha–1 istotnie wp³ywa³o na zwiêkszenie
zawartoœci P, K, Ca, Fe i Zn w ziarnie, w stosunku do 150 kg N ha–1. Systemy uprawy
roœlin oraz dawki N ró¿nicowa³y zawartoœæ bia³ka i glutenu w ziarnie. Wiêcej bia³ka zawie-
ra³o ziarno pochodz¹ce z monokultury ni¿ p³odozmianu. Zawartoœæ bia³ka i glutenu wzra-
sta³a pod wp³ywem dawki 150 kg N ha–1, w stosunku do dawki 90 kg N ha–1.

S³owa kluczowe: sk³ad chemiczny, pszenica jara, p³odozmian, monokultura.

INTRODUCTION

The quality and mineral composition of wheat grain depends on geno-
type, agro-climatic conditions and agrotechnology (RANHORT et al. 1995, RUIBAL-
-MENDIETA et al. 2005, ZEB et al. 2006). KHAN and ZEB (2007) as well as CHOWD-
HRY et al. (1995) demonstrated significant differences in the chemical
composition of various cultivars of wheat grain, which were due to different
agro-climatic conditions and agrotechnology applied. As reported by MORRIS

et al. (2009), the content of ash in grain was affected to a greater extent by
the course of weather during wheat maturation than by its genotype. In the
opinion of ARAUS et al. (1998), the highest concentrations of minerals are
typical of grain exposed to draught at the early stage of maturation. In
turn, PARIS and GAVAZZI (1972) as well as ESER et al. (1997) report that the
chemical composition of grain is determined by the type of soil and its ferti-
lization. Furthermore, WOZNIAK and MAKARSKI (2012), and KRASKA (2011) noted
a higher content of ash in the grain of wheat sown in the ploughless than
in the ploughing system. Habitat conditions and cultivar preferences also
affect the content of protein and gluten in wheat grain (MORRIS et al. 2009).
In a study by PELTONEN and VIRTANEN (1994), high doses of nitrogen increased
the protein content of grain. In turn, WOZNIAK (2007) demonstrated a higher
content of protein and gluten in grain harvested from a crop rotation than
from a monoculture.

Considering the above, the aim of this study was to evaluate the effect
of cropping system and different doses of nitrogen fertilization on the chem-
ical composition and quality of spring wheat grain.
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MATERIAL AND METHODS

The experimental material was grain of spring wheat cv. Opatka from a
crop rotation experiment established in 1988 at the Uhrusk Experimental
Station belonging to the University of Life Sciences in Lublin, south-eastern
Poland. The results presented in this manuscript originate from the years
2006-2009, namely from 5 crop rotations and from a 16-20-year cereal mono-
culture. The design of a longitudinal experiment is presented in Table 1.
The cultivar Opatka belongs to high quality wheats characterized by good
milling quality, very good flour strength and high resistance to sprouting.

The experiment was established on Rendzina soil formed from limestone
of light clay, rich in available forms of phosphorus (2.14 mg P kg–1) and
potassium (2.37 mg K kg–1), and with  pHKCl =7.2. In this soil, the content
of inorganic nitrogen (N) was 1.03 g kg–1, whereas that of organic carbon
(C) reached 7.60 g kg–1. A two-factor experiment was established with the
method of randomized sub-blocks with plots measuring 15 m2. The first or-
der factor was a cropping system (CS): crop rotation (CR), and monoculture
(M), whereas the second order factor were nitrogen doses: 90 kg N ha–1,
and 150 kg N ha–1. The dose of 90 kg N ha–1 was applied as follows: 50 kg
N ha–1 before sowing, 20 kg N ha–1 at the 22/23 stage (ZADOKS et al. 1974),
followed by 10 kg N ha–1 (32/33 stage) and 10 kg N ha–1 (52/53 stage). The
fertilization with 150 kg N ha–1 was applied in the same terms, with respec-
tive broadcasting doses of 70, 30, 30 and 20 kg N ha–1.

The soil tillage for spring wheat was typical of the ploughing system
and included pre-winter ploughing in the autumn and cultivation treatments
in the spring. Plant protection was the same on all the plots and involved
eradication of fungal diseases with Alert 375 SC fungicide (flusilazole +
carbendazim) (32/33 stage) and Tilt Plus 400 EC (propiconazol + fenpropidin)
(53/54 stage). Weed eradication in wheat crop was performed with the use of
Chwastox Trio 540 SL herbicide (MCPA + mecoprop + dicamba) (23/24 stage).
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Determinations of the content of mineral components in wheat grain
were conducted after dry mineralization of the samples at a temperature of
600oC. The resultant ash was dissolved in 5 ml of 6M HCl, then each sam-
ple was filled up to the volume of 50 ml with redistilled water. Measure-
ments were carried out with the method of Atomic Absorption Spectrometry
with excitation in an acetylene-air flame in a UNICAM 939 apparatus. Pro-
tein and gluten were determined by the near-infrared (NIR) method using
an Inframatic 9200 grain analyzer.

The data were analyzed statistically using the analysis of variance (ANOVA),
and the means were compared by F-test protected LSD values calculated for
P < 0.05 and P < 0.01. The information on agro-climatic conditions is pre-
sented in Table 2.

RESULTS

Contents of minerals in wheat grain were differentiated by nitrogen fer-
tilization (Table 3). The dose of 150 kg N ha–1 increased significantly ash
content of the grain (by 0.146 g kg–1 d.m.), compared to the dose of 90 kg N
ha–1. The content of phosphorus (P) in grain was found to depend on the
cropping system (CS) and nitrogen (N) doses. The grain harvested from CR
was characterized by a higher content of P (by 0.102 g kg–1 d.m.) than the
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grain originating from M. Also the fertilization dose of 90 kg N ha–1 in-
creased (by 0.146 g kg–1 d.m.) P content of the grain, compared to the dose
of 150 kg N ha–1. The CS significantly differentiated also the content of
potassium (K). In the grain originating from M, the content of K was higher
(by 0.743 g kg–1 d.m.) than in that from CR. Also the CS x N interaction
was observed to significantly affect K content of the grain. On CR plots the
dose of 90 kg N ha–1 was increasing the content of K, compared to the dose
of 150 kg N ha–1. The content of magnesium (Mg) was at a similar level in
CR and M plots and at fertilization doses of 90 and 150 kg N ha–1. Also the
CS x N interaction did not affect this parameter. In turn, calcium (Ca) con-
tent of the grain was differentiated by the cropping systems (CS). In the
grain originating from CR the content of Ca was significantly higher than in
the grain from the monoculture. The content of manganese (Mn) in wheat
grain was differentiated by both CS and N doses. In the grain of wheat
harvested from M, the content of Mn was higher (by 0.537 mg kg–1 d.m.)
than in the grain from CR. Also the fertilization dose of 150 kg N ha–1 was
observed to significantly increase Mn content of the grain (by 0.403 mg kg–1

d.m.), compared to the dose of 90 kg N ha–1. The content of iron (Fe) in
wheat grain depended on both CS and N doses. The grain of wheat harvest-
ed from CR was significantly richer in Fe than the grain originating from
M. Also the fertilization dose of 90 kg N ha–1 had a significant effect on Fe
content increase in the grain, when compared to the dose of 150 kg N ha–1.
Likewise zinc (Zn) content, which was significantly higher in the grain origi-
nating from plots with CR than with M. In turn, the nitrogen dose of 90 kg
N ha–1 was increasing the content of this element in the grain, unlike the
dose of 150 kg N ha–1.

Out of the mineral components of the grain, the greatest variability was
noted for K, Fe and Zn (Table 4). The content of K in the grain was charac-
terized by higher variability (VC%) in CR than in M as well as on plots
fertilized with the nitrogen dose of 150 kg N ha–1 than with 90 kg N ha–1.
In the case of Fe, higher VC values were determined in the grain harvested
from M than from CR, and from plots fertilized with 90 kg N ha–1 than
with 150 kg N ha–1. Finally, Zn was characterized by over 2-fold higher
value of VC in the grain from M than from CR.

The content of total protein in wheat grain depended on both CS and N
doses (Table 5). The grain harvested from the monoculture (M) was charac-
terized by a higher (by 0.9%) content of protein than the grain from crop
rotation (CR). Also the fertilization dose of 150 kg N ha–1 was increasing
protein content of the grain (by 0.5%) compared to the dose of 90 kg N ha–1.
In contrast, the content of gluten in the grain was determined only by ni-
trogen doses. A significantly higher content of gluten was noted in the grain
of wheat fertilized with the nitrogen dose of 150 kg N ha–1 than with 90 kg
N ha–1.



303

DISCUSSION

The content of mineral components in wheat grain depended on both
the cropping systems (CS) and nitrogen doses. In research by KRASKA (2011),
the content of ash in wheat grain was determined by soil tillage and
skimmed intercrops. Ash content was also affected by cropping systems.
WOZNIAK (2007) showed that grain of winter wheat originating from a mono-
culture was characterized by a higher ash content than grain harvested from
a crop rotation. It may be speculated that this was due to a high contribu-
tion of fine grain with the poorly developed endosperm and a low 1000 ker-
nel weight (WOZNIAK 2007). In the reported study, the content of ash in grain
harvested from CR and M was at a similar level. The content of minerals in
the grain was also affected by fertilization. The grain from plots fertilized
with the nitrogen dose of 150 kg N ha–1 was characterized by a higher ash
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content than the grain from plots fertilized with 90 kg N ha–1. Similar de-
pendencies were demonstrated in studies by JACKOWSKA and BORKOWSKA (2002),
PARIS and GAVAZZI (1972) as well as WOZNIAK and MAKARSKI (2012). The crop-
ping systems (CS) were found to exert a significant effect on the content of
minerals in the grain. Higher content of P, Ca, Fe and Zn was assayed in
the grain harvested from the crop rotation (CR) system than from the mo-
noculture (M). It may be presumed that this was due to weaker absorption
of minerals by plants from soil in the monoculture than in the crop rota-
tion. As reported by COOK (1981) as well as STRUIK and BONCIARELLI (1997),
under monoculture conditions the root system of cereals is more poorly
developed than under crop rotation, which is linked with infestation of roots
and the stem base with fungal diseases. WOZNIAK and MAKARSKI (2012) dem-
onstrated that the content of minerals in grain was also affected by preced-
ing crops. Wheat harvested from plots after soybean was characterized by
a higher content of ash, K and Mn than wheat originating from plots after
pea. In contrast, wheat sown after pea had more Ca, Fe and Zn. Also KRASKA

(2011) observed changes in the mineral composition of wheat grain after
different preceding crops. The grain harvested after red clover was richer in
Fe than the grain sown after other plants. In turn, JACKOWSKA and BORKOWSKA

(2002) reported that a high content of nitrogen in soil was decreasing the
bioavailability of some microelements to plants, and thus was reducing their
content in grain. This was confirmed in the present study, where the fertili-
zation dose of 90 kg N ha–1 significantly increased the contents of P, K, Ca,
Fe and Zn in the grain compared to the dose of 150 kg N ha–1.

The cropping system (CS) and N doses were also found to influence the
content of total protein and gluten in the grain. A higher content of protein
was determined in the grain harvested from the monoculture than in the
grain from the crop rotation, which may be due to poorer grain filling with
starch (WOZNIAK 2007). The fertilization dose of 150 kg N ha–1 tended to
increase the content of protein and gluten in the grain compared to the
dose of 90 kg N ha–1. These results are consistent with findings reported by
ESER et al. (1997), JACKOWSKA and BORKOWSKA (2002), PELTONEN and VIRTANEN

(1994), as well as WOZNIAK and MAKARSKI (2012).

CONCLUSION

1. The cropping systems (CS) differentiated significantly the ash content
and mineral composition of the grain. Wheat grain collected from the crop
rotation (CR) was characterized by a higher content of P, Ca, Fe and Zn
compared to grain harvested from the monoculture (M).

2. The applied fertilization with 90 kg N ha–1 increased significantly the
content of P, K, Ca, Fe and Zn in the grain compared to the fertilization
with 150 kg N ha–1.
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3. The cropping systems (CS) and nitrogen doses were also observed to
differentiate the content of proteins and gluten in the grain. A higher content
of protein was determined in the grain originating from M than that from
CR. The content of protein and gluten increased under the influence of the
fertilization dose of 150 kg N ha–1 compared to the dose of 90 kg N ha–1.
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