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Abstract

A field experiment was carried out in 2006-2008 at the Experimental Farm in Zawady,
owned by the University of Podlasie. The experimental design was a split-plot arrange-
ment of treatments with three replicates. The factors examined included: factor I – three
sowing densities (75, 100 and 125 plants per 1 m2), and factor II – five weed control me-
thods (control – mechanical weed control and four herbicidebased treatments). The objecti-
ve of the study was to determine the effect of weed control methods as well as sowing
density on magnesium and calcium content in the seeds of edible pea (Pisum sativum L.)
of Merlin cultivar.

The highest seed yield was obtained in the plots where weeds were chemically con-
trolled (Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC was sprayed just after sowing and followed by an ap-
plication of a mixture of Basagran 600 SL + Fusilade Forte 150 EC when plants were
5 cm high). The yield from this treatment was 4.84 t ha–1, on average. The lowest yield
was harvested in the plots where weeds were mechanically controlled (the control) – on
average 2.92 t ha–1.

Variance analysis showed significant influence of weed control methods and weather
conditions on magnesium and calcium contents in pea seeds. The herbicides applied in the
experiment increased concentrations of the above elements compared with the control. The
highest magnesium content (1.389 g kg–1) in pea seeds was found in the plots where Afa-
lon Dyspersyjny 450 SC was applied just after sowing at a dose of 1.5 dm3 ha–1 and follo-
wed by a mixture of Basagran 600 SL at a dose of 2.0 dm3 ha–1 + Fusilade Forte at a dose
of 1.5 dm3 ha–1 applied post-emergence. The highest calcium content was recorded for
treatment 2, consisting of an application of Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC at a dose of 1.5 dm3

ha–1 just after sowing and followed by post-emergence spraying with Basagran 600 SL at
a dose of 2.0 dm3 ha–1 – on average 0.989 g kg–1. In turn, sowing density had no influen-
ce on the discussed characteristics although a tendency was observed towards increasing
magnesium and calcium content in edible pea seeds.
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WP£YW SPOSOBÓW PIELÊGNACJI NA ZAWARTOŒÆ MAGNEZU I WAPNIA
W NASIONACH GROCHU SIEWNEGO JADALNEGO (PISUM SATIVUM L.)

Abstrakt

Doœwiadczenie polowe przeprowadzono w latach 2006-2008 w Rolniczej Stacji Doœwiad-
czalnej Zawady nale¿¹cej do Akademii Podlaskiej w Siedlcach. Doœwiadczenie za³o¿ono
w uk³adzie split-plot w trzech powtórzeniach. Badanymi czynnikami by³y: I czynnik – 3 gê-
stoœci siewu (75, 100 i 125 roœlin na 1 m2), II czynnik – 5 sposobów pielêgnacji (1 obiekt
kontrolny – pielêgnacja mechaniczna i 4 obiekty, na których zastosowano herbicydy). Ce-
lem badañ by³o okreœlenie wp³ywu sposobów pielêgnacji oraz gêstoœci siewu na zawartoœæ
magnezu i wapnia w nasionach grochu siewnego jadalnego (Pisum sativum L.), odmiany
Merlin

Analizuj¹c sposoby pielêgnacji ³anu, najwiêkszy plon nasion uzyskano na obiekcie, na
którym zastosowano pielêgnacjê chemiczn¹ (bezpoœrednio po siewie opryskiwanie prepara-
tem Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC i po osi¹gniêciu przez roœliny wysokoœci 5 cm opryskiwa-
nie mieszanin¹ herbicydów Basagran 600 SL + Fusilade Forte 150 EC). Plon na tym obiek-
cie wyniós³ œrednio 4,84 t ha–1, natomiast najni¿szy plon nasion stwierdzono na obiekcie
kontrolnym, na którym zastosowano pielêgnacjê mechaniczn¹ – œrednio 2,92 t ha–1

Analiza wariancji wykaza³a istotny wp³yw sposobów pielêgnacji i warunków pogodo-
wych na zawartoœæ magnezu i wapnia w nasionach grochu. Zastosowane w doœwiadczeniu
herbicydy spowodowa³y wzrost zawartoœci omawianych pierwiastków w porównaniu z obiek-
tem kontrolnym. Najwiêksz¹ zawartoœæ magnezu (1,389 g kg–1) w nasionach grochu uzy-
skano na obiekcie, na którym zastosowano bezpoœrednio po siewie Afalon Dyspersyjny 450
SC w dawce 1,5 dm3 ha–1 i po wschodach mieszaninê herbicydów Basagran 600 SL w daw-
ce 2,0 dm3 ha–1 + Fusilade Forte w dawce 1,5 dm3 ha–1. Natomiast najwiêksz¹ zawartoœæ
wapnia odnotowano na obiekcie 4. po zastosowaniu bezpoœrednio po siewie preparatu Afa-
lon Dyspersyjny 450 SC w dawce 1,5 dm3 ha–1 i po wschodach preparatu Basagran 600 SL
w dawce 2,0 dm3 ha–1 – œrednio 0,989 g kg–1. Natomiast gêstoœæ siewu nie mia³a wp³ywu
na omawiane cechy, jednak¿e zaobserwowano tendencjê do podwy¿szania zawartoœci ma-
gnezu i wapnia w nasionach grochu siewnego.

S³owa kluczowe: gêstoœæ siewu, sposoby pielêgnacji, plon nasion grochu, zawartoœæ mag-
nezu, zawartoœæ wapnia.

INTRODUCTION

Magnesium is one of the essential elements which are extremely impor-
tant for the proper functioning of human body. Magnesium is a catalyst
involved in around 300 metabolic pathways. The human body is not able to
synthesize magnesium and, as a result, the Mg amount and proportion in
a diet should be adequately adjusted (USTYMOWICZ-FARBISZEWSKA et al. 2000).

Appropriate nutrition is one of basic factors influencing the growth and
development of organisms. Minerals play a significant role as they are both
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building blocks and regulators conditioning the course of a number of meta-
bolic processes (STEFAÑSKA et al. 2003).

Over the last years, a growing interest in vegetarian food has been
observed, including seeds of leguminous plants (KORUS 2002). Legume seeds
are a valuable source of nutrients in the human diet as they supply miner-
als in addition to protein, carbohydrates and B-group vitamins. In many
developed countries there is a tendency towards increased use of legume
seeds in human nutrition. In Western Europe, an over threefold increase in
legume seed consumption in the last years has been observed, reaching
now about 3 kg per capita. In Poland, the level is much lower than recom-
mended in the standards, i.e. 10-12 g per capita daily (PODLEŒNY 2005).

The objective of the study was to determine the effect of weed control
methods as well as sowing density on magnesium and calcium contents in
seeds of edible pea (Pisum sativum L.).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

A field experiment was conducted in 2006–2008 at the Experimental
Farm in Zawady, owned by the University of Podlasie in Siedlce. The exper-
imental design was a split-plot arrangement of treatments with three repli-
cates.
The following factors were examined:

factor I – three sowing densities:
1 – 75 plants per 1 m2; 2 – 100 plants per 1 m2; 3 – 125 plants per 1 m2,
factor II – five weed control methods:
1. Control treatment – mechanical weed control (harrowing once between

sowing and emergence, harrowing twice post-emergence and until the stage
when plants were 5 cm high);

2. Chemical weed control (spraying with Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC at
a dose of 1.5 dm3 ha–1 just after sowing);

3. Mechanical and chemical weed control (harrowing once pre–emer-
gence, harrowing twice until plants were 5 cm high, then spraying with
Basagran 600 SL at a dose of 2.0 dm3 ha–1);

4. Chemical weed control (spraying with Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC at
a dose of 1.5 dm3 ha–1 just after sowing followed by spraying with Basagran
600 SL at a dose of 2.0 dm3 ha–1 when plants reached the height of 5 cm);

5. Chemical weed control (spraying with Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC at
a dose of 1.5 dm3 ha–1 just after sowing followed by spraying with a mixture
of Basagran 600 SL at a dose of 2.0 dm3 ha–1 + Fusilade Forte at a dose of
1.5 dm3 ha–1 when plants reached the height of 5 cm).
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The edible pea cultivar Merlin, registered in 2001, was grown in the
experiment. It is suitable for cultivation to harvest seeds for cooking or as
animal feed. The experimental plots lie on light to medium soil, whose com-
position is similar to loamy fine sand, quality classes IVa and IVb, very good
rye complex of soil.

Pea followed cereals (triticale, rye, triticale) in rotation. After harvest-
ing the preceding crop, post-harvest cultivation treatments were performed
and followed by winter ploughing in autumn. The first spring treatment was
dragging, after which a cultivation unit was applied. Mineral fertilization
with the complex fertilizer Polifoska 6 at a rate of 400 kg ha–1 was applied
pre-plant.

Pea seeds were sown in the first decade of April at a row spacing of
25 cm. Harvest was performed when seeds reached the stage of full maturi-
ty. Seed yield was calculated on the basis of the weight of seeds harvested
from an area of 20 m–2 and expressed in tones per 1 ha. After weighing,
a representative seed sample was taken in order to determine thousand-
seed weight and perform chemical analyses. Magnesium and calcium con-
tents were determined by atomic absorption spectrophotometry AAS.

The results were statistically analysed by means of variance analysis.
Significance of sources of variation was checked using the F (Fisher-Snede-
cor) test and significance of differences between mean values was deter-
mined using Tukey’s test at a significance level of P=0.05 (TRÊTOWSKI, WÓJCIK

1991).
Variable weather conditions prevailed in each growing season of the

study period (Table 1). The highest precipitation of 337.7 mm was recorded
in the growing season of 2006 but the distribution of rainfall was very une-
ven in the individual months. Large fluctuations were observed in the sum-
mer months, which are decisive for the growth, development and yield of
edible pea. On the basis of the calculated hydrothermal coefficient (K=1.01),
it was inferred that the growing season of 2007 was free from drought over
the months of rapid growth and yield accumulation (June, July), with the
respective values of hydrothermal coefficient equal 1.08 and 1.23. The grow-
ing season of 2008 was warm but the moisture conditions varied in individu-
al months. The highest precipitation was recorded in May, July and August.
The growing seasons of both 2007 and 2008 favoured the growth and yield
accumulation of edible pea.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The analysis of the results of the experimental factors demonstrated
that the sowing density, weed control methods and weather conditions in
the individual years had a significant impact on edible pea seed yield.
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The highest average seed yield of 4.02 t ha1 was obtained at the as-
sumed sowing density of 125 plants per 1 m2. The lowest was the seed yield
(on average 3.21 t ha–1) at the assumed sowing density of 75 plants per
1 m2. Similar results were reported by SAWICKI et al. (2000) as well as KOZAK

and KOTECKI (2006).
According to some authors (PODLEŒNY et al. 1993, KSIÊ¯AK 2007), it is

possible to obtain high yields when complex weed control is applied, which
was confirmed in the present work. Compared with the control, significantly
higher seed yields were obtained in the remaining plots, where either sin-
gle herbicides or their mixtures were applied. The highest yield (on average
4.84 t ha–1) was recorded in treatment 5, where sowing was immediately
followed by spraying with Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC at a dose of 1.5 dm3

ha–1 and then Basagran 600 SL at a dose of 2.0 dm3 ha–1 + Fusilade Forte
150 EC at a dose of 1.5 dm3 ha–1, the mixture being applied when the
plants reached the height of 5 cm. The lowest average yield of 2.92 t ha–1

was recorded in the control treatment, where mechanical weed control was
applied.
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Weather conditions in each growing season influenced the yield of edi-
ble pea seeds (Table 2). The highest yields were recorded in the growing
seasons of 2007 and 2008. They reached 3.90 and 3.98 t ha–1, respectively,
and were significantly higher than the yield harvested in 2006 (3.09 t ha–1).
According to ALVINO and LEONE (1993), MICHALSKA (1995), FOUGEREUS and DORE

(1997), SZWEJKOWSKA (2004) as well as BORÓWCZAK and RÊBARZ (2007), weather
conditions have great influence on the level of edible pea seed yield. Vari-
ance analysis indicated that there was a significant interaction between weed
control methods and sowing density as well as study years and weed control
methods.
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Thousand-seed weight (Table 3) was found to be significantly influenced
by the sowing density, weed control methods and weather conditions. As for
the sowing density, the highest thousand-seed weight was recorded for pea
seeds harvested from the plots with the densities of 75 and 100 seeds per
1 m2 – the mean value was 262.8 g; the lowest thousand-seed weight (259.0 g)
was characteristic of the plots with the highest sowing density – 125 seeds
per 1 m2. The findings agree with the results obtained by KSIÊ¯AK (1996) as
well as KOZAK and KOTECKI (2006). In contrast, KULIGA et al. (1999) and
SAWICKI et al. (2000) reported that plant density had no significant influence
on the characteristic in question.

The weed control methods significantly influenced thousand-seed weight.
The most favourable method, which affected the value of TSW, was the
procedure based on Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC followed by a mixture
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of Basagran 600 SL + Fusilade Forte 150 EC applied post-emergence. The
average TSW was 265.0 g, and this result is confirmed by SZWEJKOWSKA (2006).

The weather conditions over the growing season influenced thousand-
seed weight, too. The highest and lowest mean TSW values were recorded
in the year 2008 (269.0 g) and 2009 (247.2 g), respectively. SZUKA£A and
MACIEJEWSKI (1995) as well as KULIG et al. (1999) reported that thousand-seed
weight was significantly affected by both precipitation and air temperature.

Statistically significant interactions of years and sowing density, and of
years and weed control methods were found. The interactions indicate an
individual response of sowing density to weather conditions as well as herbi-
cides applied in the particular growing seasons.

The analysis of an impact of sowing density on magnesium content indi-
cated no significant differences between magnesium concentrations, with the
mean values ranging between 1.345 and 1.350 g kg–1. The results were
confirmed by KOTECKI and GRZ¥DKOWSKA (1997).

The variance analysis revealed that weed control methods significantly
influenced magnesium content in pea seeds (Table 4). The herbicides in-
volved in treatment 3 (Basagran 600 SL), 4 (Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC +
+ Basagran 600 SL) and 5 (Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC + Basagran 600 SL +
+ Fusilade Forte 150 EC) significantly increased magnesium content com-
pared with the control. Reduced magnesium content was recorded in treat-
ment 2, where only Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC had been applied. The high-
est magnesium content (1.389 g kg–1) in pea seeds was recorded in the plots
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which, following sowing, were sprayed with Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC at a
dose of 1.5 dm3 ha–1 and then a mixture of Basagran 600 SL at a dose of
2.0 dm3 ha–1 + Fusilade Forte at a dose of 1.5 dm3 ha–1, applied post-emer-
gence. Similar conclusions were reached by CISZEWSKA (1977). In their stud-
ies, ZARZECKA et al. (2002) found a significant response of potato tubers, in
terms of increased magnesium and calcium content, to an application of
herbicides and their mixtures. By contrast, ADOMAS and PIOTROWICZ-CIEŒLAK

(2007) found no significant influence of an application of herbicides on the
magnesium level.

The weather conditions in every growing season significantly affected
magnesium content in pea seeds (Table 4). The highest value was recorded
in the growing season of 2007, which was characterised by the most favour-
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able precipitation and temperature distributions. In turn, the lowest magne-
sium content was obtained in the growing season of 2006, when precipita-
tion was unevenly distributed in individual months. Marked fluctuations were
recorded in June and July – the key months for the development and yield
accumulation of edible pea. STÊPNIAK-SO£YGA and WOJTASIK (2003) reported sig-
nificant influence of moisture conditions on seed mineral composition. The
variance analysis showed that there was an interaction of sowing density
and weed control methods.

Calcium content in pea seeds varied depending on sowing density. The
highest content was obtained at the sowing density of 125 plants per 1 m2 –
on average 0.928 g kg–1. In turn, the lowest was the content associated
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with the sowing density of 75 plants per 1 m2 – on average 0.923 g kg–1.
However, the differences were not significant. The findings were confirmed
in the studies by KOTECKI and GRZ¥DKOWSA (1997).

The statistical calculations indicated that the herbicides applied in the
experiment significantly increased the calcium content in pea seeds com-
pared with the control (Table 5). The highest calcium concentration
(0.989 g kg–1) was obtained in the pea seeds harvested from the plots where
Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC, applied just after sowing at a dose of 1.5 dm3 ha–1,
was followed by Basagran 600 SL at a dose of 2.0 dm3 ha–1, applied when
plants were 5 cm high.

The weather conditions influenced the calcium content in edible pea
seeds. The highest content, on average 0.975 g kg–1, was recorded in 2007,
when both precipitation and temperature distributions were favourable. The
lowest calcium content, i.e. 0.848 g kg–1, was found in 2006, when precipita-
tion was unevenly distributed. The differences in Mg and Ca content linked
to the impact of weather conditions were confirmed in the study by JADCZAK

et al. (2006). Significant influence of weather conditions on magnesium and
calcium content was reported by ZARZECKA et al. (2002).
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CONCLUSIONS

1. Application of herbicides in edible pea cultivation contributed to in-
creased seed yields as well as seed robustness. The highest yield and thou-
sand-seed weight were obtained in the plots of the treatment where weeds
were controlled with Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC applied just after sowing
and followed by a mixture of Basagran 600 SL + Fusilade Forte 150 EC
applied post-emergence.

2. The herbicides and their mixtures examined in the experiment signif-
icantly increased magnesium and calcium content compared with the con-
trol. The highest Mg and Ca content was associated with an application of
three herbicides, namely Afalon Dyspersyjny 450 SC and a mixture of Basa-
gran 600 SL + Fusilade Forte 150 EC.

3. Magnesium and calcium concentrations in edible pea seeds were sig-
nificantly affected by weather conditions in individual growing seasons. The
highest concentrations of the macroelements in pea seeds were obtained in
the growing seasons characterised by an even distribution of precipitation
and temperature.
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