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Abstract

In Poland 11% of soils feature elevated zinc content or slight zinc contamination. This
investigation aimed at estimation of the effect of progressive acidification of slightly zinc-
contaminated soils on zinc content in plants and translocation of this metal downwards the
soil profile. The study involved a two-year lysimetric experiment on lessive soil. The amo-
unt of zinc indicating slight soil contamination was introduced into 0.2 m of topsoil, which
was subjected to progressive acidification with sulfuric acid solution in the course of the
experiment.

Zinc content proved to considerably increase in plants (barley straw and maize) only
under strong acidification. Soil reaction did not significantly influence the zinc content in
soil, both total and assayed in HCl zinc forms, while a considerable increase in easily solu-
ble zinc forms (in CaCl2 solution) occurred on strongly acidified soils.

Considering the whole research period, increasing soil acidification did not result in
any alterations  involving zinc content  in  Bbr and C horizons  of  soil  profiles  (below
30 cm).
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WP£YW  SYSTEMATYCZNEGO ZAKWASZANIA GLEBY P£OWEJ NA ZAWARTOŒÆ
CYNKU  W  ROŒLINACH ORAZ  JEGO  PRZEMIESZCZANIE

W  PROFILU  GLEBOWYM

Abstrakt

W Polsce 11% gleb charakteryzuje siê podwy¿szon¹ zawartoœci¹ lub s³abym  zanie-
czyszczeniem cynkiem. Celem pracy by³o okreœlenie wp³ywu systematycznego zakwaszania
gleby s³abo zanieczyszczonej cynkiem na zawartoœæ tego pierwiastka w roœlinach i jego prze-
mieszczanie w g³¹b profilu glebowego. Badania prowadzono w trakcie dwuletniego doœwiad-
czenia lizymetrycznego na glebie p³owej. Do warstwy gleby 0-20 cm dodano cynk w iloœci
odpowiadaj¹cej s³abemu zanieczyszczeniu tym pierwiastkiem. W czasie badañ glebê syste-
matycznie zakwaszano, stosuj¹c roztwór kwasu siarkowego.

Stwierdzono, ¿e zawartoœæ cynku w roœlinach (jêczmieñ-s³oma i kukurydza) istotnie
wzros³a tylko na najbardziej zakwaszanych obiektach. Odczyn gleby nie wp³ywa³ istotnie
na zawartoœæ ca³kowitych i oznaczanych w HCl form cynku w glebie. Natomiast zawartoœæ
³atwo rozpuszczalnych form cynku (w roztworze CaCl2) istotnie wzros³a w najbardziej za-
kwaszonych glebach. Rosn¹ce zakwaszenie gleby nie wp³ynê³o w trakcie badañ na zawar-
toœæ cynku w poziomach Bbr i C profilu glebowego (poni¿ej 30 cm).

S³owa kluczowe: Zn, formy, pH gleby, roœliny, lizymetry.

INTRODUCTION

In Poland, soils characterized by elevated zinc content (I°) or slightly
contaminated with zinc (II°) constitute 11 % of agricultural acreage (MERCIK

at al. 2003). Mobility of this metal is related to soil properties, especially its
reaction (GORLACH, GAMBUŒ 1991, MERCIK et al. 2003). Therefore, prolonged
acidification of soil potentially facilitates increased accumulation of zinc in
plants and its translocation downwards the soil profile.

The aim of the work was to examine the effect of progressive soil acidi-
fication on zinc accumulation in plants, as well as on translocation of this
metal from topsoil downwards the soil profile under slight soil contamina-
tion with zinc.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

 In 2002-2003, a study was completed based on a lysimetric experiment.
Lysimeters of 0.5 m2 area and 1m depth were filled with lessive soil main-
taining its natural genetic levels. Selected physicochemical soil properties
are shown in Table 1. When filling lysimeters with soil, zinc in the form
of Zn(NO3)2 was introduced to 0-20 cm topsoil in the amount indicating slight
soil contamination (II°) with this metal. In this experiment it reached 350 mg
Zn⋅kg-1. The experimental design involved 5 treatments (each with three
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replications), representing various effects produced by factors regulating soil
reaction. According to the experimental design, the soil in treatment 1 re-
ceived two limings with a mixture of calcium carbonate and magnesium,
following 0.5 Hh (spring and fall 2002) in order to prevent its acidification.
The soil in objects 3-5 was systematically acidified using increasingly higher
quantities of sulfuric acid solution which, expressed as (S), amounted yearly
to 50, 150 and 300 kg⋅ha-1, respectively. Diluted sulfuric acid was spread on
soil surface. Thus, the topsoil reaction (0-20 cm) was diversified during the
investigation, with the pH values ranging from 4.7 to 6.1 (Table 2). Plants
subjected to the test were spring barley (2002) and winter rape (2002/2003).
The latter, because of its unsatisfactory winter survival, was removed and
then maize was sown on that stand to be harvested in the early dough
stage. In the years of the experiment, monthly precipitation generally did
not exceed average multi-year values, while at the turn of 2002 and 2003
and in the subsequent months winter – spring drought occurred. The period
between February and July received merely 47% of the average precipita-
tion for many years. When the experiment was completed, soil samples were
collected from the whole profile at every 10 cm to undergo the following
analysis: pH was assayed with the potentiometric method in 1 mole KCl⋅dm-3,
total Zn content was determined by sample etching in perchloric acid (Anon-
im 1987) and soluble forms of this metal were assayed in 1 mole HCl⋅dm-3

(GEMBARZEWSKI et al. 1987) and 0.01 mole CaCl2⋅dm-3 (NOVOZAMSKY et al. 1993).
Plant samples were subjected to mineralization according  to the microwave
technique and zinc was assayed through the AAS method. Statistical analy-
sis was applied using AWAR computer program.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Gradual acidification of soil in the conditions of its slight contamination
with zinc did not significantly affect yielding of cultivated plants (Table 3).
However, on the most acidified treatments (4 and 5) zinc content in barley
straw and maize did considerably increase as compared to non-acidified ones
(1 and 2). In spite of this, the critical values taken for assessment of plant
for consumption or fodder were not exceeded (KABATA-PENDIAS et al. 1993).

Total zinc content in soil and that assayed in HCl extract were not
significantly dependent on soil reaction (Table 2). However, opinions regard-
ing the influence of soil reaction on zinc solubility are contrary. MERCIK et
al. (2003) demonstrated no effect on the total Zn form and the one extracted
with HCl solution, while GORLACH and GAMBUŒ (1991) and KIEKENS (1995) re-
ported that regardless the form of zinc, its solubility depended on soil reac-
tion and decreased proportionally to the increase in pH value.
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The smallest amount of zinc was assayed in CaCl2 extract (Table 2). On
the treatments characterized by slightly acid soil reaction (1 and 2), such
zinc equalled 10.8% and when the soil reaction was 4.7 pH it reached 19.5%
of the total zinc value. Therefore, our results are in agreement with the
literature data, which implicate that on acid soils the quantity of soluble
zinc forms increase, which favours availability of this element to plants (GOR-
LACH, GAMBUŒ 1991, MERCIK et al. 2003).

Under progressive soil acidification, values of zinc forms assayed in soil
profile below 30 cm did not increase. This can suggest that when soil con-
tamination with zinc is slight, zinc accumulates in the arable layer but is
not translocated downwards soil profile does. However, the present results
could have been affected by the weather conditions. It is apparent that trans-
location of components in soil is strongly related to water content in soil as
well as predominant direction of its movement (KOC et al. 2003). Taking into
account the amount and distribution of precipitation in the course of this
investigation, it is possible to hypothesize that rinsing was limited, which
can be confirmed by the absence of soil leachate in the years when this
experiment was conducted.

CONCLUSIONS

1. Gradual soil acidification under slight soil contamination with zinc did
not significantly influence the yielding of cultivated plants.

2. Zinc content in plants, mainly in barley straw and in maize, consider-
ably increased only on highly acidified treatments, but its amounts did not
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exceed the critical values established for plants for consumption (barley grain)
or fodder (barley straw and maize).

3. Total zinc content and zinc assayed in HCl extract in soil were not
dependent on soil reaction, while on the most acidified treatments, the zinc
content assayed in CaCl2 extract did significantly increase in Ap (0-30 cm)
horizon.

4. Under progressive soil acidification, no evidence emerged suggesting
increase in zinc forms assayed in Bbr and C horizons of soil profiles (below
30 cm).
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