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Abstract

Studies were carried out on samples obtained from a field experiment conducted on
light loamy soil in 2002-2004. The experiment was set up as randomized sub-blocks with
three replications. Two methods of soil tillage, conventional and simplified, were compared
as well as seven weed control methods including application of herbicides or their mixtu-
res: Plateen 41,5 WG, Plateen 41,5 WG + Fusilade Forte 150 EC, Plateen 41,5 WG + Fusi-
lade Forte 150 EC + adjuvant Atpolan 80 EC, Barox 460 SL, Barox 460 SL + Fusilade
Forte 150 EC, Barox 460 SL + Fusilade Forte 150 EC + adjuvant Atpolan 80 EC and con-
trol object (mechanical weeding). Magnesium content and its removal by potato tuber crop
significantly depended on soil tillage methods, weed control methods and weather condi-
tions over the growing season. More magnesium was contained in tubers harvested from
the plots where reduced tillage had been applied (1.771 g kg-1 on average), compared with
1.762 g kg-1 under the conventional method. Herbicides and their mixtures applied to con-
trol weeds in the potato field significantly increased magnesium content in tubers and its
removal by tuber yield by an average 2.7% and 11.0%, respectively, compared with the
control where weeds were controlled by means of mechanical cultivation.

Key words: potato tubers, magnesium, content, uptake.

WP£YW ZABIEGÓW AGROTECHNICZNYCH NA ZAWARTOŒÆ I POBRANIE
MAGNEZU Z PLONEM BULW ZIEMNIAKA

Abstrakt

Badania wykonano na próbach pochodz¹cych z doœwiadczenia polowego przeprowadzo-
nego w latach 2002-2004 na glebie o sk³adzie piasku gliniastego lekkiego. Eksperyment
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za³o¿ono metod¹ losowanych podbloków w trzech powtórzeniach. Porównywano dwa spo-
soby uprawy roli – tradycyjn¹ i uproszczon¹ oraz siedem sposobów odchwaszczania z udzia-
³em herbicydów i ich mieszanin: Plateen 41,5 WG, Plateen 41,5 WG + Fusilade Forte 150
EC, Plateen 41,5 WG + Fusilade Forte 150 EC + adiuwant Atpolan 80 EC, Barox 460 SL,
Barox 460 SL + Fusilade Forte 150 EC, Barox 460 SL + Fusilade Forte 150 EC + adiuwant
Atpolan 80 EC, obiekt kontrolny pielêgnowany mechanicznie. Zawartoœæ magnezu i jego
pobranie z plonem bulw ziemniaka zale¿a³y istotnie od sposobów uprawy roli, sposobów
odchwaszczania i warunków atmosferycznych w okresie wegetacji. Wiêcej magnezu zawie-
ra³y bulwy ziemniaka zebrane z obiektów uprawy uproszczonej – œrednio 1,771 g kg-1 w po-
równaniu z tradycyjn¹ – œrednio 1,762 g kg-1. Herbicydy i ich mieszaniny zastosowane do
odchwaszczania plantacji ziemniaka podwy¿sza³y istotnie zawartoœæ magnezu w bulwach –
œrednio o 2,7% i jego pobranie z plonem bulw – œrednio o 11,0% w porównaniu z obiektem
kontrolnym pielêgnowanym mechanicznie.

S³owa kluczowe: bulwy ziemniaka, magnez, zawartoœæ, pobranie.

INTRODUCTION

Potato tubers contain 1-1.2% mineral compounds, mainly potassium,
phosphorus, magnesium and calcium. Consumption of 200g of potatoes satis-
fies 12-30% of human needs with respect to these elements (LESZCZYÑSKI

2000). Mineral element content in potato tubers is affected by cultivar prop-
erties (KARIM et al. 1997, PROŒBA-BIA£CZYK et al. 2002, ZARZECKA et al. 2002),
agronomic factors (ROGOZIÑSKA et al. 1995, WYSZKOWSKI 1996, KLIKOCKA 2001,
NOWAK et al. 2004) and weather conditions over the growing period (CZEKA£A,
G£ADYSIAK 1995, ZARZECKA, G¥SIOROWSKA 2002). The results of studies concern-
ing impact of herbicides and soil cultivation methods on macroelement con-
tent in tubers vary as much as the researchers’ opinions (CEGLAREK, KSIÊ¯AK

1992, KLIKOCKA 2001). Thus, the objective of the present work has been to
determine the effect of soil tillage methods and weed control methods in po-
tato cultivation on magnesium content and its removal by potato tuber crop.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The experimental material consisted of cultivar Wiking edible potato
tubers obtained from a field experiment conducted in 2002-2004. The experi-
ment was established on light loamy soil and belonged to the very good rye
complex. Selected chemical properties (organic matter, pH, available forms
of phosphorus, potassium and magnesium) of the experimental field soil are
presented in Table 1. The experiment was designed as randomised sub-blocks
with three replications. The following factors were examined: I – two meth-
ods of soil tillage: conventional and simplified, II – seven methods of weed
control including herbicide application (Table 2). Uniform mineral and or-
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ganic fertilization comprising 90 kg N, 32.9 kg P and 112.1 kg K ha-1, and
25.0 t ha-1 (farmyard manure) was applied.

Magnesium content was determined in tuber dry matter following wet
mineralization by the method of atomic absorption spectrophotometry (AAS).
Magnesium removal by tuber yield was calculated from the product of tuber
dry matter yield and Mg concentration. The results were statistically ana-
lysed with the analysis of variance and the significance of differences was
determined using Tukey’s test.

Weather conditions over the period of studies varied. The year 2002 was
warm and wet with high temperatures during the months of tuber forma-
tion (July and August). The next year was also warm but the precipitation
was insufficient as it reached barely 48.3% of long-term average sum. The
year 2004 was wet and cold. Air temperatures and precipitation constituted
116.6 and 95.0%, respectively, of the long-term averages (Table 3).
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Under conditions of the experiment the average magnesium content in
potato tubers ranged from 1.645 to 1.940 g kg-1 (Table 4). Significant effect
of the soil tillage methods, weed control methods and moisture and thermal
conditions on the magnesium concentration occurred. Magnesium content
in tubers was similar to the levels reported by other authors (PROŒBA-BIA£CZYK

et al. 2002, KO£ODZIEJCZYK, SZMIGIEL 2005, TEKALIGN, HAMMES 2005, KOZERA et
al. 2006). In the present study the reduced soil tillage increased the accu-
mulation of magnesium compared with the conventional tillage. In contrast,
KLIKOCKA (2002) recorded an increased magnesium content in tubers har-
vested from plots which had been conventionally cultivated in comparison
with the simplified cultivation. In their studies KLIKOCKA and Komisarczuk
(2000) observed that the use of no-plough tillage increased magnesium con-
tent in spring triticale grain compared with the plough-based cultivation.

The herbicides applied to control weeds in potato fields increased mag-
nesium concentration in tubers by an average of 2.7% compared with me-
chanical weed control. The highest content of the macroelement appeared
in tubers of potato plants sprayed with mixtures of Plateen 41.5 WG + Fusi-
lade Forte 150 EC (on average 1.798 g kg-1), and Barox 460 SL + Fusilade
Forte 150 EC (on average 1.788 g kg-1). Similar changes were observed by
ZARZECKA, G¥SIOROWSKA (2002), who used herbicide mixtures and two applica-
tions of weed control chemicals. In contrast, KLIKOCKA (2002) found no influ-
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ence of chemical or mechanical and chemical weed control on the level
of magnesium in potato tubers. According to ROLA, KIELOCH (2001), pesticides
sprayed in a field to protect crop plants do not usually differentiate signifi-
cantly the content of macroelements in plants. However, when crops com-
pete with weeds, they can more easily take up individual elements.

Our analysis of the effect of the weather conditions during the experi-
ment revealed that the highest amount of magnesium was in the tubers
harvested in the warm and dry 2003. Differentiation of the magnesium con-
tent in tubers depending on weather conditions has also been reported in
the papers by KLIKOCKA (2001), ZARZECKA et al. (2002) and KO£ODZIEJCZYK, SZMI-
GIEL (2005).

Magnesium removal by potato tuber crop was influenced by the experi-
mental factors and weather conditions over the study years (Table 5). More
magnesium was removed from conventionally tilled plots (on average 14.78 kg
ha-1) compared with the plots where some cultivation operations were aban-
doned (on average 13.92 kg ha-1). It resulted from the fact that higher pota-
to tuber yield was harvested from conventionally-tilled plots. Increased re-
moval of magnesium, compared with the mechanically-tilled control, also
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occurred after herbicide application. The increase ranged from 0.84 kg ha-1,
following spraying with Plateen 41.5 WG (treatment 2) to 2.18 kg ha-1 fol-
lowing an application of a mixture of Plateen 41.5 WG + Fusilade Forte 150
EC + adjuvant Atpolan 80 EC, compared with the mechanical control. Higher
magnesium uptake was mainly associated with higher potato yields in the
plots where weeds were chemically controlled. Magnesium removal associat-
ed with tuber yield was similar to the values cited by GRZEŒKIEWICZ and MAZ-
URCZYK (2001), ranging from 13.1 to 20.1 kg ha-1.

CONCLUSIONS

1. Reductions in soil tillage increased magnesium content in potato tu-
bers compared with the conventional tillage. However, the removal of the
element by potato tuber crop was higher in conventionally tilled plots.

2. Herbicides applied in potato cultivation increased magnesium content
in tubers compared with the control.
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3. Magnesium concentration and its removal by potato crop increased as
a result of intensification of weed control in potato field.
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